Key Facts About Flood Recovery
(continued from previous page)

o If you use household chlorine bleach, add 1/8 teaspoon (~0.75 mL) of bieach per gallon of water if
the water is clear. For cloudy water, add 1/4 teaspoon {~1.50 mL) of bleach per gallon. Mix the
solution thoroughiy and let it stand for about 30 minutes before using it.

Note: Treating water with chlorine tablets, iodine tablets, or liquid bleach will not kill parasitic

organisms.

Use a bleach solution to rinse water containers before reusing them. Use water storage tanks and other
types of containers with caution. For example, fire truck storage tanks and previously used cans or bottles
may be contaminated with microbes or chemicais. Do not rely on untested devices for decontaminating
water.

How to Handle Animals and Mosqultoes

Many wild animals have been forced from their natural habitats by flooding, and many domestic animals
are also without homes after the flood. Take care to avoid these animals. Do not corner an animal. If an
animal must be removed, contact your local animal control authorities. If you are bitten by any animal,
seek immediate medical attention. If you are bitten by a snake, first try to accurately Identify the type of
snake so that, if poisonous, the correct anti-venom may be administered.

Contact local or state health and agricultural officials for state guidelines on disposal of dead animals.
Protect yourself from mosquitoes: use screens on dwellings, wear leng-sleeved and long-legged clothing,
and use insect repetflents that contain DEET or Picaridin. More information about these and other
recommended repellents can be found in the fact sheet "Updated Information Regarding Insect

Repelients™ at www.cde.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westhile/RepellentUpdates. htm.
How to Deal With Chemical Hazards

Be aware of potential chemical hazards you may encounter during flood recovery. Flood waters may have
buried or moved hazardous chemical containers of solvents or other industrial chemicals from their normal
storage places. If any propane tanks (whether 20-lb. tanks from a gas grill or household propane tanks)
are discovered, do not attempt to move them yourself. These represent a very real danger of fire or
expiosion, and if any are found, police or fire departments or your State Fire Marshal's office should be
contacted immediately. Car batteries, even those in flood water, may still contain an electrical charge and
should be removed with extreme caution by using insulated gloves. Avoid coming in contact with any acid
that-may have spilled from a damaged car battery.

How to Deal with Electric and Gas Utllities

Electrical power and natural gas or propane tanks should be shut off to avoid fire, electrocution, or
explosions until it is safe to use them. Use battery-powered flashlights and lanterns, rather than candles,
gas lanterns, or torches. If you smell gas or suspect a leak, turn off the main gas valve, open all windows,
and leave the house Immediately. Notify the gas company or the police or fire departments or State Fire
Marshal's office, and do not turn on the lights or do anything that could cause a spark. Avoid any downed
power lines, particularly those in water. All electrical equipment and appliances must be completely dry
hefore returning them to service. It is advisable to have a certified electrician check these items if there is
any question. Also, remember not to operate any gas-powered equipment indoors.

How to Clean Up
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